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During my AAEM talk at a prominent 
emergency medicine residency program, 
an attending physician in the audience 
proclaimed that not one emergency 
medicine professional organization has 
earned his membership support. After some 
consternation, I came to the conclusion that 
emergency physicians are obligated – even 
ethically responsible – to join a specialty 
society that adheres to the right principles, 
strongly represents their major concerns 
and delivers tangible benefits.

Since you are reading this in Common 
Sense, you are most likely a dues paying 
AAEM member and I sincerely appreciate 
your support. This year, I would like you 
to enlist your trust and commitment in an 
additional way.

Conditions are favorable for a precedent-
setting legal action that could slam the 
door on the illegal corporate practice 
of emergency medicine.  AAEM has 
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identified a very competent legal team and 
has challenged TeamHealth, a national 
contract group, in a state where, despite 
strong prohibitory laws, corporate control 
and profiteering hinder patient care and 
professional rights on a large scale. AAEM’s 
legal action intends to result in a landmark 
decision to help secure the interests of 
thousands of emergency physicians (see 
page 10 for information on this case). 

My request is this. Please ask your pro-
fessional colleagues to consider support-
ing AAEM’s biggest legal undertaking to 
date by generously donating to the AAEM 
Foundation, a non-profit organization that 
will give us the financial resources we need 
to prevail in the right fight. Thank you.

To make a donation to the AAEM Founda-
tion, go to www.aaem.org and click on the 
AAEM Foundation link -https://ssl18.pair.
com/aaemorg/aaemfoundation/contribu-
tion.php.


