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by Kevin Rodgers, MD FAAEM

Wow! What a great meeting in Las 
Vegas. The best attended in the history 
of AAEM with 795 attendees and a 

tremendous lineup of speakers. First and foremost, we 
should all thank AAEM Executive Director, Kay Whalen, 
and her superb staff, Janet Wilson, Tom Derenne, Shauna 
Barnes, Megan Kelley and Jody Bath for their enthusiasm 
and tireless efforts in coordinating a nearly flawless 
Scientific Assembly (SCIASS). Personally, I would like to 
recognize the tremendous job that Kate Filipiak did as 
the primary manager of the meeting. Her diligence and 
attention to detail in no small part led to the success of the 
premier meeting in EM. 

The list of “thank-yous” for all those who contributed is a 
long one, so if I leave anyone out, please forgive me. Big 
kudos to the Education Committee members who helped 
plan and coordinate the meeting; their contributions were 
invaluable! I’d like to thank Chris Doty and Patrick Hinfey 
for coordinating and judging our first ever Photo Contest 
and John Madden for his continued efforts with our 
Open Mic session, which once again showcased several 
excellent speakers. Thanks to Steve Hayden (Moderator 
and Editor in Chief of JEM), Howard Blumstein, David 
Karras, Robert McNamara and Nathan Shapiro for judging 
the AAEM/JEM Resident and Student Original Research 
Presentations. Congratulations to everyone who presented 
their research efforts, but especially to the winners: Amish 
Shah, MD – 1st Place; Nima Majlesi, DO – 2nd Place; Julia 
Wang, MD – 3rd Place. I’d also like to thank Richard Shih 
and Michael Silverman for volunteering to provide the 
2005 and 2006 LLSA Reviews for the membership. And, 
of course, thanks to Ghazala Sharieff and Joe Lex for their 
support and guidance during this transition year.

I’d also like to recognize the excellent cast of speakers, 
most of whom are members and all of whom volunteered 
to serve without any honoraria. Annually, we have been 
very fortunate to attract the best speakers in our specialty 
to the SCIASS. Although we are still tabulating the 
evaluations, many people commented on the consistently 
excellent quality of presentations throughout the entire 
meeting. Of course, thanks to the entire faculty who 
arrived early to teach our Pre-conference Courses. I’d 
also like to thank Dr. Jon Krohmer, Deputy Chief Medical 
Officer, Department of Homeland Security, for taking 
time out from his busy schedule to share with us their 
plan for integrating the community EM physician into 
Homeland Security’s response to a terrorist threat. I’d like 
to recognize the success of the first version of AAEM’s 
Resuscitation for Emergency Physicians course with over 
40 attendees. Feedback was overall very positive with 
room for focus and expansion of the curriculum for next 
year. Congrats to Doug Migden and Bill Brady for their 
efforts in developing this much needed course for AAEM 
members. Finally, I would like to cite AAEM’s Resident 
and Student Association for their efforts in developing 
their own educational sessions. While the students learned 
the nuances of EM residency application and selection, 

the residents examined the complex world of coding 
and billing and discussed a variety of group practice 
settings.

During the SCIASS, we also held a training session and 
reception for AAEM’s Oral Board Review Course. The 
goal of the session was to attract the participation of 
both previous and new faculty examiners. Uniformly 
reviewed as the best course of its kind in the US, the 
course unfortunately has a consistent waiting list of more 
than 60 people! The only limit to course expansion has 
been the availability of faculty examiners. Once again, 
we appeal to the membership to consider volunteering 
one weekend a year of their time to teach Oral Boards. 
Not only will you help our future members pass ABEM, 
but you will also be raising some money to help support 
AAEM’s many endeavors. If you are interested, please 
contact Tom Derenne (tderenne@aaem.org). I’d be remiss 
if I didn’t recognize the faculty who have repeatedly 
volunteered their time: 5 Course Award-Michael Epter, 
Jon Jaffe, Michael LeWitt, Michael Matteucci, Christopher 
Pergrem, David A. Smith, Bruce Thompson, and Benjamin 
Wedro; 10 Course Award-Usamah Mossallam; 15 Course 
Award-Mitchell Goldman.

We would also like to congratulate A. Antoine Kazzi, MD 
FAAEM (Director of Emergency Medicine at the American 
University Hospital in Beirut, Lebanon) for the David K. 
Wagner Award; Mark Batts, MD FAAEM for the James 
Keaney Award; Peter De Blieux, MD FAAEM (Director of 
Resident and Faculty Development, Section of Emergency 
Medicine at LSU School of Medicine), Jorge Martinez, 
MD FAAEM (Director of Clinical Emergency Medicine 
Services at LSU School of Medicine/Charity Hospital), 
Trevor Mills, MD FAAEM (Residency Director, Section of 
Emergency Medicine at LSU School of Medicine/Charity 
Hospital) and Keith Van Meter, MD FAAEM (Chief of 
the Section of Emergency Medicine at the LSU School of 
Medicine) for the Peter Rosen Award; Richard Nunez, 
MD FAAEM (Charlton Memorial Hospital, Fall River, 
Massachusetts) for the Joe Lex Educator of the Year 
Award; Jim Colletti, MD FAAEM (Associate Program 
Director, Regions Hospital, St. Paul, MN) for the Young 
Educator Award; Robert C. Harwood, MD FAAEM 
(Program Director, Advocate Christ Medical Center, Oak 
Lawn, IL) for the RSA Program Director of the Year and 
Elizabeth Weinstein, MD (Indiana University) for the 
RSA Resident of the Year Award.

The Education Committee has already started planning 
for the 14th Annual Scientific Assembly at the Amelia 
Island Plantation, Florida’s premier island resort, 
from February 7-9, 2008. Do not hesitate to share with 
me (krodgers@clarian.org) any topics, speakers or 
innovations that you feel would contribute to the excellent 
quality of our Scientific Assembly. You may also submit 
a request for a session to the Education Committee using 
the form, 2008 SA Proposal Guidelines, located on the 
AAEM Education/Scientific Assembly webpage.  


