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Over the past two months I have had the opportunity to represent 
the Academy at two international conferences: the Inter-American 
Emergency Medicine Conference held by the Sociedad Argentina de 
Emergencias (SAE) in Buenos Aires, and the International Conference on 
Emergency Medicine held by the International Federation for Emergency 
Medicine (IFEM) in Dublin. Both meetings were very successful, well 
attended, and provided excellent venues to learn more about the state of  
EM in various countries throughout the world. 

We have been involved with the Argentinean society and its meeting for 
a number of  years now. During this time the specialty has grown in their 
country, and EM residencies have increased and improved. Our speakers 
have been very well received and have contributed to the improvement of  
the specialty within that country. SAE president Dr. Fusco is very proud 
of  his organization and is striving to improve the specialty not only within 
his own country but also by inviting other South and Central American 
countries to participate in this conference. 

The IFEM had its meeting in Dublin, Ireland this June. The venue was 
perfect, and they were able to get Michael D. Higgins, the current 
president of  Ireland, to give the keynote address. This shows the 
importance that this meeting had for Ireland and, indeed, all of  the 
international EM community. Dr. Cameron, past president of  IFEM, 
and his association did a fantastic job in putting together a world-class 
meeting and outstanding opportunities for networking. I took advantage 
of  all of  these networking events to speak to as many people as I could 
about the state of  emergency medicine in their countries and how the 
Academy might be able to assist them. Many countries are where we 
were about 35 years ago, in that emergency physicians are internists; 
critical care specialists, anesthesiologists, and surgeons who—for 
a variety of  reasons—gravitated to the practice of  EM. Some view 

research through the eyes of  an internist or surgeon. They have started 
emergency medicine residency programs but many are in their infancy. 

As the American group of  emergency specialists, we have much to 
contribute to and a lot to learn from our international colleagues. We will 
continue to be very involved. We can provide not only expertise in clinical 
topics but also in practice development, systems, and processes. By 
promoting and sponsoring international meetings, we help to improve 
communications amongst all of  the participating countries. We also 
help to grow and improve the specialty of  emergency medicine. Sharing 
speakers and expertise in developing training programs and partnering 
with other countries improves our visibility throughout the world 
community and improves the worldwide practice of  emergency medicine. 
By growing the pie so that medical care improves in all countries, 
everyone wins. The Academy will continue to be recognized as the leader 
in international EM.

Lastly, it was a real honor for me to present Dr. Raed Arafat with our 
International Emergency Medicine Award. Dr. Arafat displayed great 
courage in standing up to the Romanian president and ultimately making 
him back down and protecting the nation’s EMS system. You have to 
respect a physician who can stand up to a politician and win!  He came to 
my attention last January, when photos of  him in the international press 
showed him wearing one of  our lapel pins. We are definitely a respected 
organization in the international community!  ■
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