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AAEM and the Sociedad Argentina de Emergencias (SAE) recently 
signed a ten year cooperative agreement.  The formal signing of 
this agreement occurred at the opening ceremonies of the recent 
joint meeting of the SAE and the Third Inter American Emergency 
Medicine Congress (IAEMC) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on May 
19-21, 2010.  This agreement concerns plans to jointly sponsor the 
biennial IAEMC meeting.  

Also at the opening ceremonies, I presented AAEM Honorary 
International Memberships to several SAE officers: Edgardo 
Menendez, MD, Immediate Past President; Daniel Gonzalez, MD, 
President; Liliana Caceres, MD, Administrative Secretary; and Hugo 
Peralta, MD, Past President.  Shortly thereafter, the AAEM Board of 
Directors also voted to extend the same honor to Matias Fosco, MD, 
SAE Vice President.

Remarkably, the Argentine Minister of Health attended the SAE-
IAEMC opening ceremonies and announced the recognition of 
emergency medicine as a formal specialty in Argentina.  Also, 
I directly spoke with representatives from several other South 
American countries who told me about the rapid development of 
emergency medicine in their countries.  Like countries throughout 
the world, South American countries are currently experiencing an 
explosion of interest in emergency medicine.  

The May meetings attracted more than 2,500 emergency physicians, 
nurses and paramedics.  Most of the attendees came from around 
Argentina, with significant numbers from other South American 
countries, and approximately 100 attendees from North America.  
SAE conducted its meetings in Spanish.  The IAEMC lectures, while 
delivered in English, had simultaneous Spanish translation.

SAE and AAEM agreed to jointly develop the curriculum under the 
direction of Aaron Hexdall, MD FAAEM.  Aaron serves as medical 
director of the IAEMC meetings.  Of course, AAEM’s international 
ambassador, Joe Lex, MD FAAEM, gave several lectures at 
IAEMC, and helped coordinate the conference.

AAEM provided many speakers at the May meeting.  We hope 
in future years to provide even greater numbers of speakers and 
registrants to IAEMC, the first international meeting designed for 
all emergency medicine providers in the western hemisphere.   
IAEMC serves as a unique opportunity for us to learn from 
colleagues throughout the Americas. I 
personally learned much about the various 
prehospital care models existing in South 
America. I also learned about a rotation 
at the Italian Hospital in Buenos Aires for 
emergency medicine residents who desire 
an intense Spanish language clinical 
rotation.  Any of our resident members may 
receive more information about this rotation 
by contacting info@aaem.org.  

The next IAEMC meeting, planned for spring 2012, will also occur in 
Buenos Aires.  Thereafter, the meeting may move to other cities in 
Spanish speaking countries.   Buenos Aires is truly one of the world’s 
greatest cities.   Rich in culture and historical significance, visitors to 
Buenos Aires can see the balcony used by Eva Peron to rouse the 
masses at the Casa Rosada presidential palace, walk across the 
Plaza de Mayo to visit the final resting place of “el Libertador” Jose 
de San Martin, walk the Avenida de Mayo past Spanish colonial 
architectural masterpieces, stop at the Café Tortoni and drink coffee 
at the table of Jorge Luis Borges, see tango in the streets in San 
Telmo, and peruse the endless parks and monuments of the city.  
We even visited Evita at her tomb in the Recoleta Cemetery.

For those so inclined, you can easily find some of the world’s finest 
leathers.  Beef is king in Argentina, but the city also has a large 
Italian population with fine Italian restaurants.  Seafood is harder to 
find, but we did eat at a great Spanish restaurant with fine seafood.

Those interested in IAEMC and other international meetings in 
which AAEM actively participates, should consider joining our 
international committee.  You can easily find more information about 
this committee on our website, or by inquiring at info@aaem.org.  All 
of our members, especially those fluent in Spanish, should consider 
attending and even speaking at the next IAEMC meeting. 

AAEM Signs Ten Year Working Agreement with Argentine 
Society
Larry D. Weiss, MD JD FAAEM

Larry D. Weiss, MD JD FAAEM, 
and Daniel Gonzalez, MD,   
sign ten year working 
agreement.




