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editor’s Letter
David Kramer, MD FAAEM

“It’s Too Late, Baby”
– Not!
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AAEM Mission Statement
The American Academy of Emergency Medicine (AAEM) is the specialty society of emergency medicine. AAEM is a democratic organization 
committed to the following principles:
1.  Every individual should have unencumbered access to quality emergency care provided by a specialist in emergency medicine.
2.  The practice of emergency medicine is best conducted by a specialist in emergency medicine.
3.   A specialist in emergency medicine is a physician who has achieved, through personal dedication and sacrifice, certification by either the 

American Board of Emergency Medicine (ABEM) or the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine (AOBEM).
4.  The personal and professional welfare of the individual specialist in emergency medicine is a primary concern to the AAEM.
5.  The Academy supports fair and equitable practice environments necessary to allow the specialist in emergency medicine to deliver the 

highest quality of patient care. Such an environment includes provisions for due process and the absence of restrictive covenants.
6.  The Academy supports residency programs and graduate medical education, which are essential to the continued enrichment of 

emergency medicine, and to ensure a high quallity of care for the patients.
7.  The Academy is committed to providing affordable high quality continuing medical education in emergency medicine for its members.
8.  The Academy supports the establishment and recognition of emergency medicine internationally as an independent specialty and is 

committed to its role in the advancement of emergency medicine worldwide.
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Send check or money order to :  AAEM, 555 East Wells Street, 
 Suite 1100, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 Tel: (800) 884-2236,  Fax (414) 276-3349, Email: info@aaem.org. 
 AAEM is a non-profit, professional organization. Our mailing list is private.

By the time you read the next issue of Common Sense it may 
be too late.  That’s right; emergency department schedules will 
be written, plans will be made.  If you don’t arrange for your 
time off to attend the upcoming 15th Annual AAEM Scientific 
Assembly March 2-4, 2009, now, you will likely miss out.  There 
will undoubtedly be superb presentations by famed scholars that 
you will not hear.  Networking will go on without you.  Deals will 
be made, agreements struck and opportunities presented – all 
without your involvement.  Smiles will predominate, and laughter 
will ensue.  The temperature in Phoenix will be 75 degrees.  What 
will you be doing?

But it’s not too late yet.  There is still time to make plans to attend.  
If you haven’t already done so, check out the meeting brochure 
on our website.  Then, request the time off, and register for the 
meeting.  Remember, you have already paid for it with your dues.  
That’s right; the Scientific Assembly (and the CME that goes along 
with it) remains free for all members of AAEM!  The Sheraton 
Phoenix Downtown Hotel just opened its doors about two months 
ago, and I’m told it is beautiful.  I hope to see all of you there.  It’s 
not too late, baby.

Pre-Conference Courses
Saturday, February 28, 2009  
& Sunday, March 1, 2009

	 8:00am	–	5:00pm	 Resuscitation	for	Emergency	Physicians:		
The	AAEM	Course	(2	day	course)

Sunday, March 1, 2009
	 8:00am	–	5:00pm	 Resuscitation	for	Emergency	Physicians:		

The	AAEM	Course	(2	day	course)	
	 8:00am	–	5:30pm	 Pediatric	Emergencies:	Children	are	not		

Little	Adults
	 8:00am	–	12:00pm	 Simulation	Workshop
	 9:00am	–	4:00pm	 Advanced	Ultrasound
	 1:00pm	–	5:00pm	 LLSA	Review	2008
	 1:00pm	–	5:00pm	 Simulation	Workshop
	 1:00pm	–	6:00pm	 USAAEM	Pre-conference:	Emerging	Trends		

in	Ultrasound	and	Trauma	Care

Conference Schedule
Here’s a peek at your opening speakers!  
To see more and to register, visit www.aaem.org

Monday, March 2, 2009

8:00am	 J. James Rohack, MD, AMA President-Elect
	 Keynote	Speaker	
	 The Corporate Practice of Medicine
9:00am	 Amal Mattu, MD FAAEM
	 High Risk ECGs
10:00am	 Corey Slovis, MD FAAEM
	 Kicking the Acidosis—Sorting out Metabolic Emergencies
11:00am	 Jeff Tabas, MD FAAEM  

High-Risk Problems You Can’t Afford to Miss


