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AAEM Mission Statement
The American Academy of Emergency Medicine (AAEM) is the specialty society of emergency medicine. AAEM is a democratic organization 
committed to the following principles:
1.  Every individual should have unencumbered access to quality emergency care provided by a specialist in emergency medicine.
2.  The practice of emergency medicine is best conducted by a specialist in emergency medicine.
3.   A specialist in emergency medicine is a physician who has achieved, through personal dedication and sacrifice, certification by either the 

American Board of Emergency Medicine (ABEM) or the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine (AOBEM).
4.  The personal and professional welfare of the individual specialist in emergency medicine is a primary concern to the AAEM.
5.  The Academy supports fair and equitable practice environments necessary to allow the specialist in emergency medicine to deliver the 

highest quality of patient care. Such an environment includes provisions for due process and the absence of restrictive covenants.
6.  The Academy supports residency programs and graduate medical education, which are essential to the continued enrichment of 

emergency medicine, and to ensure a high quallity of care for the patients.
7.  The Academy is committed to providing affordable high quality continuing medical education in emergency medicine for its members.
8.  The Academy supports the establishment and recognition of emergency medicine internationally as an independent specialty and is 

committed to its role in the advancement of emergency medicine worldwide.

Membership Information
Fellow and Full Voting Member: $365 (Must be ABEM or AOBEM certified in EM or Pediatric EM)
*Associate Member: $250
Emeritus Member: $250 (Must be 65 years old and a full voting member in good standing for 3 years)
Affiliate Member: $365 (Non-voting status; must have been, but are no longer ABEM or AOBEM certified in EM)
International Member: $150 (Non-voting status)
AAEM/RSA Member: $50 (voting in AAEM/RSA elections only)
Student Member: $20 or $50 (voting in AAEM/RSA elections only)
*Associate membership is limited to graduates of an ACGME or AOA approved Emergency Medicine Program. 

Send check or money order to :  AAEM, 555 East Wells Street, 
 Suite 1100, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 Tel: (800) 884-2236, Fax (414) 276-3349, Email: info@aaem.org. 
 AAEM is a non-profit, professional organization. Our mailing list is private.

Spread the Word 
“I just want to take care of patients,” a resident recently told me during a conversation about his plans after residency.  
“I really am not interested in doing anything else,” he continued, indicating that he had no interest in becoming 
involved with organized medicine or any of the non-clinical aspects of emergency medicine.  This kind of sentiment 
is not uncommon among emergency physicians.  Yet physician involvement in administrative and political activities 
at the local, state and national levels is essential to protecting our ability to care for patients safely and effectively.

Most readers of this newsletter already realize the importance of active involvement with medical organizations like 
AAEM.  However, we need to actively recruit our colleagues to action as well.  Mounting pressures on emergency 
physicians’ time and financial resources continue to take their toll on the membership roles of many organizations.  
While AAEM continues to see very good growth in its numbers, we need to ensure that this trend continues.  We 
must fight the spread of apathy that can be such an effective tool for those who would violate the rights of physicians 
or threaten our ability to safely care for patients.

As members of AAEM, we need to help our non-member colleagues realize the important role the Academy plays in 
supporting the individual emergency medicine specialist. Head to the AAEM website (www.aaem.org) and learn more 
about the history of the Academy and the many activities of the organization.  Then start talking to your colleagues 
about joining AAEM!
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Editor’s Letter
David D. Vega, MD FAAEM




