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editOr’s Letter
by David Kramer, MD FAAEM

When I was a resident in the early 
‘80s, it was called “networking” 

and “making connections.” Those of us involved in 
resident education understand that we are part and 
parcel of “systems-based practice,” “interpersonal and 
communication skills” and “professionalism.”  There is 
a very good reason why these are three of the ACGME’s 
Core Competencies.  They are the bread and butter of 
becoming a successful practitioner in any specialty.  
As I complete my 20th year as a residency program 
director, I am forever thankful to my former program 
director and mentor, Judy Tintinalli, MD FAAEM, for 
teaching me these skills long before anyone had heard 
of core competencies. The networking I have done and 
the connections I have made have opened many doors 
and enabled me to participate in our specialty in ways 
I had only dreamed of as a resident.

This, of course, brings me to our rapidly approaching 
AAEM Scientific Assembly.  Sure, the speakers will be 
great.  Certainly the venue will be excellent. But I’d like 
you to think about the great networking opportunities 
that will present themselves in Phoenix. This will be 
a wonderful chance for you to expand your horizons, 
get involved, make connections and schmooze with 
leaders. In many ways, our national meetings are the 
golf courses of emergency medicine. For the younger 
members, this is the stuff that careers are made of. So put 
in your schedule requests early and get out to our 15th 
Annual Scientific Assembly on March 2-4, 2009. Your 
career just might take a giant step. A terrific opportunity 
might present itself. You simply never know.  

I look forward to seeing all of you there.

You Simply Never Know


