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articles appearing in Common Sense are intended for the individual use of  aaem members. opinions expressed are those of  the authors 
and do not necessarily represent the official views of  aaem or aaem/rsa. articles may not be duplicated or distributed without the explicit 
permission of  aaem. permission is granted in some instances in the interest of  public education. requests for reprints should be directed to 
Jody Bath, managing editor, at: aaem, 555 east wells street, suite 1100, milwaukee, wi 53202, Tel: (800) 884-2236,
fax: (414) 276-3349, email: jbath@aaem.org.

aaem mission statement
The american academy of  emergency medicine (aaem) is the specialty society of  emergency medicine. aaem is a democratic organization 
committed to the following principles:

1.  every individual should have unencumbered access to quality emergency care provided by a specialist in emergency medicine.

2.  The practice of  emergency medicine is best conducted by a specialist in emergency medicine.

3.   a specialist in emergency medicine is a physician who has achieved, through personal dedication and sacrifice, certification by either the 
american Board of  emergency medicine (aBem) or the american osteopathic Board of  emergency medicine (aoBem).

4.  The personal and professional welfare of  the individual specialist in emergency medicine is a primary concern to the aaem.

5.  The academy supports fair and equitable practice environments necessary to allow the specialist in emergency medicine to deliver the 
highest quality of  patient care. such an environment includes provisions for due process and the absence of  restrictive covenants.

6.  The academy supports residency programs and graduate medical education, which are essential to the continued enrichment of  
emergency medicine, and to ensure a high quallity of  care for the patients.

7.  The academy is committed to providing affordable high quality continuing medical education in emergency medicine for its members.

8.  The academy supports the establishment and recognition of  emergency medicine internationally as an independent specialty and is 
committed to its role in the advancement of  emergency medicine worldwide.

Membership Information
fellow and full voting member: $365 (must be aBem or aoBem certified in em or pediatric em)
associate member: $250 (limited to graduates of  an acgme or aoa approved emergency medicine program)
*NEW: fellows-in-Training member: $75 (must be graduates of  an acgme or aoa approved em program and be enrolled in a fellowship)
emeritus member: $250 (must be 65 years old and a full voting member in good standing for 3 years)
affiliate member: $365 (non-voting status; must have been, but are no longer aBem or aoBem certified in em)
international member: $150 (non-voting status)
resident member: $50 (voting in aaem/rsa elections only)
Transitional member: $50 (voting in aaem/rsa elections only)
student member: $20 or $50 (voting in aaem/rsa elections only)
*fellows-in-Training membership includes young physicians section (yps) membership. 

pay dues online at www.aaem.org or send check or money order to: aaem, 555 east wells street, 
  suite 1100, milwaukee, wi 53202 
  Tel: (800) 884-2236, fax (414) 276-3349, email: info@aaem.org. 
  aaem is a non-profit, professional organization. our mailing list is private.
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r i began my role as editor of  Common Sense in 2009.  i am ending this role in 2012. serving in this capacity has 
been a great experience, and i thank everyone who was involved in helping me get established in this position and 
who provided assistance with the publication over the past few years.  in particular, i would like to thank dr. david 
Kramer, previous editor of  Common Sense, who was key in helping me get involved with aaem, starting from the 
days we formed the young physicians section (yps) and leading to my assumption of  the role of  editor of  Common 
Sense.  i also extend special gratitude to aaem past president larry weiss, md Jd faaem, for his assistance and 
support over the years i served as editor.  Jody Bath, our managing editor, deserves much credit for her patience and 
persistence in producing this publication as well.  i also thank all of  the various members of  the board of  directors 
over the years who have been supportive and helpful in keeping this publication going strong.

it has truly been a privilege to serve as editor of  Common Sense for the past several years.  i look forward to staying 
very active in aaem as i transition to new roles in the organization.  i thank all of  you, my colleagues, for electing me 
to the board of  directors at scientific assembly in san diego.  i am fully dedicated to continuing my service to aaem, 
the organization that best represents the hard-working, board certified emergency physician.   This organization has 
truly advanced our specialty in ways that many do not even realize. 

i am happy to say that andy walker, md faaem, will now be taking over the reins of  this publication.  andy is a 
dedicated and experienced member of  aaem’s board of  directors and a fervent supporter of  aaem’s principles.  he 
is a talented author and is a perfect choice to guide this publication into the future. mark doran, do faaem, will also 
continue as assistant editor.  i have no doubt that these two will do great things for aaem through their work with 
Common Sense.
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