
ED
ITO

R’
S

L
et

te
r

�

Officers
Larry D. Weiss, MD JD 

President
Howard Blumstein, MD

Vice-President
William T. Durkin Jr., MD MBA

Secretary-Treasurer
Tom Scaletta, MD 

Immediate Past President
Joseph Wood, MD JD

Past Presidents Council 
Representative

Board Members
Michael Choo, MD MBA

David Kramer, MD
Christopher Lee, MD

James Li, MD
Andrew Mayer, MD

Indrani Sheridan, MD
Andy Walker, MD

Joanne Williams, MD
YPS Director – Mark Reiter, MD MBA

AAEM/RSA President 2008-2009
Megan Boysen, MD

JEM Editor – Ex-Officio Board Member
Stephen Hayden, MD

Common Sense Staff
David Kramer, MD, Editor

Michael Ybarra, MD, Resident Editor
Jody Bath, Managing Editor

Articles appearing in Common Sense are intended for the individual use of AAEM members. They may not be duplicated or distributed without 
the explicit permission of AAEM. Permission is granted in some instances in the interest of public education. Requests for reprints should be 
directed to Jody Bath, Managing Editor, at: AAEM, 555 East Wells Street, Suite 1100, Milwaukee, WI 53202, Tel: (800) 884-2236,
Fax: (414) 276-3349, Email: jbath@aaem.org.

AAEM Mission Statement
The American Academy of Emergency Medicine (AAEM) is the specialty society of emergency medicine. AAEM is a democratic organization 
committed to the following principles:
1.  Every individual should have unencumbered access to quality emergency care provided by a specialist in emergency medicine.
2.  The practice of emergency medicine is best conducted by a specialist in emergency medicine.
3.   A specialist in emergency medicine is a physician who has achieved, through personal dedication and sacrifice, certification by either the 

American Board of Emergency Medicine (ABEM) or the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine (AOBEM).
4.  The personal and professional welfare of the individual specialist in emergency medicine is a primary concern to the AAEM.
5.  The Academy supports fair and equitable practice environments necessary to allow the specialist in emergency medicine to deliver the 

highest quality of patient care. Such an environment includes provisions for due process and the absence of restrictive covenants.
6.  The Academy supports residency programs and graduate medical education, which are essential to the continued enrichment of 

emergency medicine, and to ensure a high quallity of care for the patients.
7.  The Academy is committed to providing affordable high quality continuing medical education in emergency medicine for its members.
8.  The Academy supports the establishment and recognition of emergency medicine internationally as an independent specialty and is 

committed to its role in the advancement of emergency medicine worldwide.

Membership Information
Fellow and Full Voting Member: $365 (Must be ABEM or AOBEM certified in EM or Pediatric EM)
*Associate Member: $250 (Associate-voting status)
Emeritus Member: $250 (Must be 65 years old and a full voting member in good standing for 3 years)
Affiliate Member: $365 (Non-voting status; must have been, but are no longer ABEM or AOBEM certified in EM)
International Member: $125 (Non-voting status)
AAEM/RSA Member: $50 (voting in AAEM/RSA elections only)
Student Member: $50 (voting in AAEM/RSA elections only)
*Associate membership is limited to graduates of an ACGME or AOA approved Emergency Medicine Program. 

Send check or money order to :  AAEM, 555 East Wells Street, 
 Suite 1100, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 Tel: (800) 884-2236,  Fax (414) 276-3349, Email: info@aaem.org. 
 AAEM is a non-profit, professional organization. Our mailing list is private.

As many of you know, my term on the board of directors (BOD) will end at our 15th Annual Scientific Assembly.  
Also, this is my last issue as editor of Common Sense.  I have enjoyed both roles immensely, and it has been both 
an honor and a privilege to serve both AAEM and you over the last three years.  I have learned a lot and hopefully 
have contributed in some small way to our overall organizational wisdom.  

Since I am stepping down as editor, the position is open and the BOD invites any interested parties to please 
notify the home office so that your name can be added to the list of potential editors.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to contribute to your organization while simultaneously having a regular forum for expressing your 
own ideas and opinions on many of the issues facing our specialty.

Next, I’d like to remind everyone that your vote for our new directors on the board is very important.  The people 
on the BOD are your representatives and speak for you.  This alone should stimulate you to take advantage of 
your opportunity to help determine who takes on such an important role.

Finally, I’d like to remind everyone that it is not too late to register to attend the upcoming AAEM Scientific 
Assembly.  I look forward to seeing everyone there.

Thank you again. 
Dave Kramer, MD FAAEM
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