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It’s election time. As you might have 
noted, the candidate statements are 

included in this issue of Common Sense. This is your 
opportunity to have a say - to have an influence on the 
future direction of our organization. It is impossible to 
overstate the impact that leadership has on the activities 
and direction of any organization. If you are planning 
to attend the Scientific Assembly, you may want to wait 
for the candidate forum during the business meeting 
to place your bet, I mean cast your ballot. However, I 
know that many of you will be unable to join us at our 
Scientific Assembly in Las Vegas. Nevertheless, each of 
you can and should still make your voice heard. Take 
the opportunity to study the candidates’ statements 
so that you can do your best to have your interests 
represented.  Don’t drop the ball. Every vote counts.

By now all of you are aware that the AAEM Scientific 
Assembly is fast approaching.  The conference schedule 
is on our website. The first thing I noted is that once 
again we have a slate of great speakers presenting 
on interesting and intellectually stimulating topics. 
The speaker list looks like a “Who’s Who” of great 
presenters in emergency medicine. The only problem I 
foresee is the inability of each of us to be in more than 
one place at a time. In addition, the price is right. Talk 
about bang for your buck and value for your dollar! 
As you know, each of you is entitled to a refund of the 
$100 fee for the conference. I would like to encourage 
you to strongly consider donating that money to the 
AAEM Foundation. Remember that “having the back” 
of the individual practicing emergency physician 
is one of the main tenets of our organization. Your 
continued financial support helps maintain all of 
AAEM’s activities. Keep in mind that there will be 
plenty of time and options for fun in Las Vegas. Having 
recently been there, I strongly advise you to secure 
both entertainment and dinner reservations prior to 
your trip there. The hotels have an extremely high 
occupancy rate year round, and as a result, shows and 
restaurants tend to book early also.

While you are looking through this issue of Common 
Sense, be sure to read the provocative articles from 
our AAEM president and the president of the Young 
Physicians Section (YPS). While one contains new ideas 
and the other tried and true ideas, both are thought 
provoking and worthy of your time. Many of you may 
be wondering if joining the YPS is worthwhile. I believe 
that if you read the three articles originating from that 
section your answer will be an unqualified “Yes.”

I want to wish everyone a Happy New Year (belated). 
Speaking about New Year’s resolutions, consider how 
you might get more involved with AAEM. That’s one 
idea that just might pay huge dividends.

I look forward to seeing everyone in Las Vegas!
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“do your duty”
by David Kramer, MD FAAEM

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
EMERGENCY MEDICINE PRESENTS THE

PEArlS OF WiSdOM
ORAL BOARD REVIEW COURSE

APRIL 14 -15, 2007

Philadelphia  Chicago
Orlando   Los Angeles
 Dallas

Designed to meet the educational needs of 
emergency medicine practitioners preparing to take 

the ABEM or the AOBEM oral board examination

For More Information: www.aaem.org




