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COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE UPDATE: Practice Management 

At this year’s Scientific Assembly in New York, the Practice Management 
Committee met to discuss how to increase participation and work more 
closely with other committees that share common themes/goals, such as 
the Operations Management Committee. Dr. David Lawhorn’s book on 
emergency medicine practice continues to move along and he hopes to 
have it ready very soon. 

In an effort to become more proactive and less reactive, the committee 
is moving forward with a database of  existing democratic groups in the 
country. This endeavor will take some time and effort, but will help us 
identify groups that may need our help before it becomes too late to save 

them. We will be reaching out to state chapters and other committees to 
assist in gathering information from each state.

Other items on the agenda included the possible formation of  an AAEM 
practice management agency, which could provide needed services to 
members for a fee. Many more details need to be worked out, but we 
agreed that it is an interesting idea.

Craig Norquist, MD FAAEM 
Chair, Practice Management Committee  ■

COMMITTEE UPDATE: State Chapter 

The AAEM State Chapter Committee held our most recent meeting in 
New York during the Scientific Assembly. We had great attendance for 
the meeting, with representation from virtually every state chapter. Each 
representative presented their chapter reports to the committee. We also 
discussed recent activity over the last few months, as well as chapter de-
velopment and membership growth strategies. 

In Tennessee, members have sponsored AAEM membership for a local 
EM residency (Vanderbilt). We encourage other chapters and other 
AAEM members to consider supporting AAEM membership for residen-
cies in their state. 

Delaware Valley continues to hold their highly successful annual 
Residents Day, drawing over 200 attendees, with the morning containing 
resident-focused lectures and the afternoon consisting of  an LLSA review 
for attendings and community physicians. 

Virginia chapter leadership has been actively working with the state leg-
islature to eliminate Virginia’s PEND program, a Medicaid program that 
decreases reimbursement for ED care determined in retrospect to be 
“nonemergency.” 

California chapter will be working with CAL/ACEP and other California 
medical associations on the pending 2014 ballot initiative (and a pos-
sible legislative initiative too) from trial lawyers to overturn MICRA 
— California’s medical liability reform law establishing caps on non-
economic damages, limiting attorney fees, and preserving access to care. 
They also held their Third Annual San Francisco Speaker Series in the 
fall as an educational and networking event for members. 

The Florida chapter is planning to coordinate more activities with local 
medical schools and their student emergency medicine interest groups, in 
order to drive membership growth. 

In Louisiana, we are currently working with AAEM leadership and mem-
bers in Louisiana to reorganize and reactivate that chapter later this year. 

The reorganized New York chapter held its first in-person board meeting 
during Scientific Assembly. The board looks forward to growing chapter 
membership and developing more membership benefits. They are also 

looking into extending membership in their chapter to the Tri-state area, 
which would include Connecticut and New Jersey. 

Texas chapter has held regular meetings and is working to promote 
the 2015 Scientific Assembly, which will be held in Austin. There was a 
discussion about psychiatric care issues in their state, and ED boarding 
of  psychiatric patients, which prompted a great discussion about similar 
issues in EDs throughout the country. Texas members also spoke of  how 
the passage of  significant tort reform has led to a much improved prac-
tice environment for emergency physicians, with an increasing number of  
physicians entering the state to practice. 

The Great Lakes chapter (Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin) held its first in-person board meeting in New York, 
and its leadership has done a great job of  recruiting representatives from 
each state for the board. 

Finally, Dr. Brian Drummond, an AAEM member from Arizona, is work-
ing to start an Arizona state chapter. We will continue to work with him to 
support a new state chapter there. 

I encourage AAEM members to get involved in their state chapter. If  you 
live in a state that doesn’t have a state chapter, get involved to help form 
one. Having two regional chapters, we are considering a plan to replicate 
this strategy of  pooling membership, resources, and leadership to form 
regional chapters in other parts of  the country. AAEM will provide signifi-
cant support to help you through this process. I would especially encour-
age other past AAEM board, YPS, or RSA leaders to get re-involved 
with AAEM by joining your state chapter leadership or getting involved in 
starting a new chapter. We would also like to find AAEM supporters on 
faculties, who could serve as residency program liaisons with their state 
chapters. If  you are an AAEM member and interested in becoming more 
involved in a state chapter, please contact me at brianpottsmd@gmail.
com.

Brian Potts, MD MBA FAAEM 
Chair, State Chapter Committee  ■


