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Blast from the Past 
Andy Walker, MD FAAEM  
Editor, Common Sense 
AAEM Board Member

In reading this third issue of  Common Sense, I 
was struck by several things. First was the news of  
AAEM’s very first Scientific Assembly, now the best 
meeting in emergency medicine. Even the first one 
boasted some impressive speakers. It also featured 
the first Wagner Award, which went to Dr. David 
Wagner himself. Second, Coastal’s lawsuit against 
Dr. Schwartz seems to have been going badly. Third, 

several issues that I thought were of  recent birth were already problems 
20 years ago — see the articles on burnout and physician wellness, 
poorly done or sham peer review, and patient satisfaction surveys. 

Most interesting, even after AAEM’s founding, its leaders were still 
trying to reform ACEP from within — and their proposals were still being 
rejected. Plantz, McNamara, Schwartz, and others were still trying to 

make ACEP more democratic; more open and transparent, especially in 
regard to the compensation of  its leadership and staff; more of  an advo-
cate for board certification; and more protective of  individual emergency 
physicians than of  corporate interests. Resolutions calling for ACEP to 
lobby against restrictive covenants and for due process protections were 

“... soundly defeated largely due to the testimony of  Dr. David Siegel, MD 
JD, who spoke as the Chair of  NEMPAC and the ACEP Government 
Affairs Committee. Dr. Siegel testified that this effort would be costly 
and would divert funds from other lobbying efforts. Dr. Siegel failed to 
disclose a major conflict of  interest, that he is Chief  Medical Officer for 
NES, a large contract management group.” (Italics original). 

Last, the announcement that everyone serving AAEM as an officer or di-
rector was doing so without compensation, as a volunteer. This remains 
true today.  ■

WAGNER AWARD 
ESTABLISHED

by Jim Keaney, MD, President, AAEM

The David K. Wagner 
Award, the highest 

AAEM honor, was estab-
lished at the First Annual 
Scientific Assembly 

in Philadelphia. This annual award for excellence in Emergency 
Medicine seemed most appropriate for none other than the award’s 
namesake, Dr. Wagner, a pioneer in the specialty of Emergency 
Medicine, who, as a founding member of AAEM, continues to con-
tribute enormously to the field. Originally, we chose to present an 
antique lantern to symbolize Dr. Wagner’s career, lighting the way 
for others, warning of impending danger, and signifying vision for 
the future.

Those who know me wouldn’t be surprised that 3 days before the 
assembly I phoned to notify George Schwartz that I still hadn’t 
found an antique lantern worthy of the prestigious award. George, 
however, had been engaged as a key speaker at the American 
Association of Physicians and Surgeons annual meeting in Atlanta. 
Kathleen, his wife, and Corie Conwell, our organizational director, 
went into action, searching the numerous antique shops of Santa 
Fe for an award with a Revolutionary Era motif. Through a series 
of remarkable coincidences, she was led to a beautiful silver teapot 

made from melted coins, that had belonged to a British colonial 
governor. After engraving, she sent it to our hotel, just blocks from 
Independence Hall. Symbolically, the teapot, having been reclaimed 
by Revolutionaries from the hands of an oppressive government, was 
now being sent to our nation’s birthplace to be presented to a mod-
ern-day revolutionary, Dr. Wagner, who ironically, a Quaker, was not 
a coffee drinker, but a tea lover. 

I, however, was in a pickle! I’d prepared my presentation speech 
describing Dr. Wagner’s career in context of a lantern, and on short 
notice found myself about to present him with a teapot! Ascending 
the platform I concluded, lantern or teapot, Dr. Wagner had picked 
up the musket a second time in his revolutionary career. Initially, he 
had gone up against powerful and divisive forces to create a new 
department, a unique set of physicians specializing in the emergency 
evaluation and intervention covering all disciplines. Now, years later, 
seeing disgraceful business practices putting the dollar above excel-
lence, he again fearlessly picked up the musket, leading the way for 
others.

Dr. Wagner exhibits a rare combination of brilliance, determination 
and courage. For this reason the American Academy of Emergency 
Medicine proudly names its highest honor the David K. Wagner 
Award.
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AAEM thanks Robert McNamara, MD FAAEM, for sharing his archives to reprint in Common Sense. 

Celebrating20 years as the specialty society of EM

1993-2013

Visit www.aaem.org/about-aaem/celebrating-20-years.


